FROM THE 2012 PRESIDENT OF CARNIVAL

Welcome to Carnival

Paige and I became re-acquainted with Carnival
Memphis when our daughter, Paige, was Queen.
Most people know about all the parties that
Carnival participates in and I can tell you that
our entire family had a great time participating
in them. But, seeing the other, charitable, side
of Carnival was an eye-opening experience for us
all. The daytime activities of visits to numerous
charities, nursing homes and hospitals helped
us realize the incredible work being done in our
community. Because of this, we became further
involved and I am honored to be serving as
Carnival President this year. We have been busy
since January and here we are ready to kick off
Carnival week.
While the Mid South economy still struggles to
regain its footing from the downturn a few years
ago, it’s a reminder of the founding purpose of
Carnival Memphis in 1931 coming out of the
Great Depression to lift the spirits of everyone in
the Mid South and promote our local businesses.
What better way to accomplish that this year
than to celebrate the Movie & Film Industry. The
Business & Industry Salute was a great success
as a full house enjoyed learning more about this
exciting and vital industry. The proceeds from
the Business and Industry Salute luncheon as well as the
4th annual Krewes for Kids fundraiser goes to the benefit
of our Children’s Charity Initiative. Both events were well
attended and we hope to generate $100,000 this year for
our selected charities. I appreciate everyone’s support of
these events.
While serving on the Carnival Children’s Charity
Selection Committee – I was proud to announce 3 great
organizations. The Boy Scouts Scout Reach program will
bring the positives of scouting to boys in the RaleighFrayser area that will help them learn great life lessons
and hopefully keep them out of the gangs that permeate
their neighborhood. Jubilee Schools has had an incredible
impact on not only the education of over 1400 innercity children, but has also improved the neighborhoods
surrounding their 8 schools. School Advocates for Vision
& Education (SAVE) has taken follow-up eye exams
directly to Shelby County students who fail their initial
screenings and given glasses to hundreds of children who
otherwise would struggle to see correctly.
This year’s Carnival King Michael and Queen Elizabeth
have embraced the Carnival spirit and have boundless
energy. Their reign will be magical, full of fun and excitement
during the coming celebration of Carnival festivities.

The Phillips family - Paige, John, Paige, John, Bailey and Bella

The Grand Krewes have been honoring their royalty with
pomp and circumstance. We’ve traveled down Route 66
over to Rome down to Rio all along the way dancing the
nights away. The Mayors and other community dignitaries
have joined in these coronations along with a lot of “Hear
Ye! Hear Ye! Hear Ye!” and “Hip Hip Hoorays!”
As we approach Carnival week, I am excited about
joining with the members of our Royal Court – our next
generation of community leaders - and their families. We’ll
be making memories. We appreciate the support all of them
are giving to Carnival Memphis.
My family wishes you all the fun and excitement that the
81st Carnival has to offer and encourage you to participate
in all the Carnival events this year and in the years to come.
Giving back to the community is something that we all
strive to do and your support in 2012 is certain to touch
children’s lives and help make Memphis a better place.

John Phillips IV
President of Carnival Memphis 2012
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