2013 KING OF CARNIVAL

A

Steven W. Sansom

s Carnival Memphis celebrates its 82nd year, Steven W.
Sansom has been chosen to reign as King of Carnival
honoring the investment management industry in the Mid
South.
King Steve is a former vice president of Goldman Sachs’
Investment Management Division with a lifelong passion for
entrepreneurship. After starting his career on Wall Street
with Merrill Lynch Capital Markets and Goldman Sachs,
the Oxford, Mississippi native returned to the region in the
Memphis office of Goldman Sachs in 1993. Energized by
the entrepreneurial mindset, he decided to go out on his
own and in 2001 co-founded Green Square Capital, an SECregistered investment advisor based in Memphis.
From its headquarters on Poplar Avenue in Memphis,
Green Square Capital now works with institutional advisors
and high net worth entrepreneurs around the globe. The
company now has in excess of $1.5 billion in assets under
management and was recently named by Forbes magazine
as one of the nation’s 50 fastest growing wealth management
firms.
As an active member of The Young Presidents Organization,
an international organization for CEOs and company
founders, King Steve has developed a particular expertise in
the strategic needs of entrepreneurs. He is one of only 22
members from around the globe on the international board
of directors of the Young Presidents Organization.
King Steve says he takes pride in being part of a long line
of financial services firms in Memphis that have served the
Mid South’s economy since its early days in the late 1800s.
He notes that the 12 investment management companies
honored by Carnival Memphis this year have assets in excess
of $56 billion and a global investor base.
“Is been fun to be a part of a thriving industry that
exemplifies the independent spirit here in Memphis,” says
King Steve.
As a serial entrepreneur, King Steve is also a founding
principal of Center Coast Capital Advisors, a Houston, Texasbased energy infrastructure investment firm established in
2007. He co-founded that business after more than a decade
of successful investments in energy infrastructure. Center
Coast Capital currently manages the largest MLP mutual fund
in the U.S. and various other investments in the mid-stream
energy infrastructure industry.
King Steve started his career on Wall Street. Prior to joining
Goldman Sachs, he worked in the Institutional Global
Capital Markets Division at Merrill Lynch & Co. in New York.
While at Merrill Lynch, he worked in the Institutional Debt
Capital Markets Group in debt origination and Institutional
Equity Capital Markets Group.
A graduate of Oxford High School, he attended Millsaps
College in Jackson, Mississippi and received a BA in business
administration with honors in finance from The Else School
of Management, where he is now a board member. He later
attended the Harvard Business School’s Executive Education
program and The National Defense University at Fort McNair
in Washington, DC.
King Steve and his wife Paula are members of the Second
Presbyterian Church of Memphis and share a devotion
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to charities that help children. “I think we have a moral
obligation to help them,” he says. “That moves us.” The
Sansoms enjoy hosting fundraising benefits at their home in
the historic Chickasaw Gardens section in Memphis. At one
recent gathering they raised funds for LeBonheur Children’s
Hospital in Memphis, where he serves on the board.
Our King also serves on the Board of Trustees of The
Wilson Research Foundation and on the board of Memphis’s
Presbyterian Day School in Memphis, which his sons attend.
King Steve has a long-standing Carnival History. He has
been a member of the Carnival Memphis Board for several
years. “My involvement in Carnival Memphis has been
fun, and the organization does a great deal to help children
through children’s charities,” he says. King Steve has been
a member of the Grand Krewe of Osiris over the last decade
and is also a member of the Rex Organization, one of the
oldest Mardi Gras Krewes in New Orleans. He is also a
member of the Memphis Country Club.
In his spare time, King Steve enjoys traveling abroad,
diving in the Cayman Islands, boating near his family’s
second home on Pickwick Lake and vacationing in Florida,
with his family.
He is married to the former Paula Whittington, who is
originally from New Orleans. The Sansom’s have two sons,
Steven Whittington (Whit) age 5 and Arthur Alexander (Alex)
age 4, who will serve as Royal Pages.
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